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VINCENT, Charles Issard Francis 
 

2nd Lieutenant 
1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards 
formerly 764047, Private,  
28th Bn. London Regiment (Artists Rifles) 
Place of Birth: Bradford, Yorkshire 
Date of death: Tuesday, 16th October 1918 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Carnieres Communal Cemetery 
Extension 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 21 years 
 

Charles Issard Francis Vincent, 
known as Francis, was the only son of 
Charles Cooper Vincent and Ada 
Jane, nee Issard.  He was born on 18th 
July 1898 in Bradford, Yorkshire and 
baptised in St. Jude's, Bradford on 
14th August 1898. 
 
Francis’s father had been born in 
Haverhill on the 8th July 1869, the son 
of a solicitor’s clerk and baptised at St 
Mary’s Church on 8th August 1869.  
His mother was born in Newtown, 
Montgomeryshire, Wales, in 1867. 
 
In 1891, when Charles was 21, he was 
living with his future wife and her 
family in Newtown where he was 
employed as a solicitor’s law clerk.  
Five years later they were married in 
Newtown.  At some point they moved 
to Bradford where Francis was born, 
but by 1901 they had moved to 
Haverhill, where their daughter Audrey 
Eleanor Vincent was born, a sister for 
Francis.  The family was living at 106, 

Withersfield Road and Charles was working as a solicitor.  He was also a member of 
the Royal Clarence Lodge of Freemasons in Clare and had been the Lodge Master 
in 1895. 
 
Unfortunately Charles died in a tragic shooting accident in December 1902 aged only 
thirty three, leaving his wife Ada with two small children, Francis aged four years and 
Audrey aged two years.  The resulting inquest returned a verdict of accidental death 
and Charles was buried in Haverhill Cemetery on 31st December 1902. 
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Charles’ parents, Charles Henry and Emma Vincent, were living at 12 Hamlet Road, 
Haverhill and must have been a great support to Ada at the time, but sadly Emma 
died in 1904 and her husband in 1907.  Both were buried in Haverhill cemetery. 
 
In 1908 the Royal Clarence Lodge secured the 
election of Francis to the Royal Masonic Boys 
School at Bushey in Hertfordshire. (photo right) He 
showed as soon as he entered the School that he 
was a boy of great promise. 
 
Francis had a brilliant career at school and later 
joined a London Lodge, Hampden No 2427. 
Throughout his school career he was consistently 
the head of his Form and the Headmaster wrote 
‘that his nature and disposition were such that he 
won the affections of all with whom he came in 
contact, while his cheerfulness and sense of 
humour made him a delightful companion.’ His 
educational successes included the Cambridge 
Senior (first class honours), Cambridge Higher 
Local and London University Intermediate Arts 
Examinations. He won the Institution Silver Medal in 1915 and 1916 and the 
Canonbury Gold Medal in 1914. During his last year he was Head of School. Had he 
not joined the Army in December 1916 he would in all probability have gained a 
University Scholarship, indeed before he was 18 years old, Christ Church, Oxford 
made him an offer to receive him as a commoner and offered financial aid on the 
result of their History Scholarship Examination in 1916. 
 
At the time of the census in 1911 Ada and her daughter Audrey were staying with 
Ada’s younger sister, Bessie and her husband, the Reverend  E Tudor M Evans in 
Brecknockshire, Wales. Ada died later this year when Francis was just 13 years old. 
 
On 15th July 1916 Francis enlisted in the Artists Rifles (28th Battalion, London 
Regiment) at Watford. He gave his age as 17 years 11 months and stated that he 
was employed as a student teacher at the Royal Masonic School, in Bushey. At this 
time he was 5 feet 11 inches tall. He noted that his sister Audrey of Brawdy 
Vicarage, Penycwm, Pembrokeshire was his next of kin. He was placed in the 
Reserves and mobilised on 15th December 1916.  
 
In February 1917 Francis was at Hare Hall Camp, Romford with the Artists Rifles but 
on the 29th May he was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Coldstream 
Guards. After being at Windsor for some months with the 5th Battalion he was sent to 
France in January 1918, being attached to the 1st Battalion.  
 
He was engaged in the desperate fighting which followed the German Offensive in 
the spring of that year, and in September he was in England on leave. Within a few 
weeks of his return to France he took part in the capture of Carnieres on 10th 
October 1918.  On the 16th October Francis, who was with No 4 Company, was 
involved in an attack on Haussy. The war diary for that day tells us that at 5.20 am 
the Brigade to their left made a very successful attack on Haussy, reaching the 
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eastern outskirts of the village. The result of this was that a large gap was left 
between them. About midday No 4 Company was rushed up to fill the gap, but no 
sooner had they reached the village than a very heavy hostile barrage was put down 
on the whole area. They had just reached their position when the enemy counter-
attacked. The troops on their left gave way and they were completely surrounded. 
They fought their way back as best they could, but only about 30 reached the 
railway…No 1 Company ensured that effective machine gun fire affected enemy 
advancement from the opposite crest, but they soon became out of range. 2nd Lt H 
C Chalmers was wounded but was able to be evacuated safely. Capt. G H Smith 
(M.C.) was hit in the shoulder and was removed to a cellar. Both Capt. Smith and 
2nd Lt C I F Vincent were both missing. Patrols went out in the evening to look for 
the wounded, but without result, and the remainder of No 4 Company were 
amalgamated with No 12 Company. Casualties were: 9 men killed, 13 wounded and 
12 missing. The Battalion HQ moved during the afternoon to huts in a sunken road 
near the late German Pioneer Camp. 
 
Francis was killed during this action on the 16th October 1918. He was aged 21 
years.  

 

It was subsequently learnt that 
Francis went to the assistance 
of his batman who was in 
difficulties and met his death 
firing a Lewis Gun at the 
approaching enemy. In a fresh 
attack made by the Guards on 
20th October his body was 
found and he was buried at  
the Carnieres Communal 
Cemetery Extension.  
 

Carnieres is a village about 8 
kilometres east of Cambrai. 
 

The headstone on his grave bears the inscription ‘PER ARDUA AD ASTRA’ 
 (photo courtesy of CWGC) 

 
On the unveiling of the Haverhill War Memorial in 1920 a wreath was laid with a 
message that read:  

 
‘In loving memory of Francis Vincent’ 

 
Inscribed on his father’s grave in Haverhill cemetery:  

 
‘Lt. Charles Issard Francis Vincent,  
1st Bn. Coldstream Guards,  
K.I.A. 16.10.18., aged 21 years.’ 

 
Francis’s uncle, the Reverend Edwin 
Tudor Moses Evans was his 
executor and all his possessions and 
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monies were bequeathed to his ‘beloved and only sister Audrey Eleanor Vincent of 
Brawdy Vicarage, Penycwm, Pembrokeshire, who he wrote in his will, is solely 
dependent on me’. 
 
Many letters were received by his sister from his fellow officers all of whom spoke 
highly of him. Colonel Crighton, Coldstream Guards, wrote: ‘He is a dreadful loss to 
the Regiment; he gave every promise of making a splendid officer.’ Lt A. G. Kent, 
Coldstream Guards wrote: ‘I used to be in the same Battalion, but not the same 
company, and we were together in the trenches during some hard times in March. 
We were all very fond of him as he was always so cheery and bright…He was a 
most efficient and capable officer… on my way back from leave I met the doctor who 
was with his Battalion. He told me how splendidly Francis had done in the recent 
fighting. The casualties were rather heavy and Francis had evidently rallied the men 
around him and fought gallantly to the end.’  
 
Such tributes are just what those who knew him best would have expected. His 
Headmaster wrote further: ‘He died nobly and his life was one beyond reproach. His 
great abilities would have enabled him to shine in any sphere in life to which he 
might have devoted himself, while his modesty gave an added charm to a disposition 
which was refined and lovable. Though never prominent in games (except football) 
his personality was so strong that he had great influence over his schoolfellows, with 
whom he was always popular. The School owes much to him, and those who had 
the privilege to know of his intimate friendship will never forget Francis Vincent.’ 

 

 

 
 
 


